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12, Wnw Ny wnw vy SXnwY 1171 ,1965 ,"10+ NY1Ap 120 ,iDIK 11 0™y 07y 11IYNa UYnw o'
WA 127 :01YTY ,Dpab

Textiles included in the exhibition "Painters Paint Fashion Textiles, 10+ Textile Designs," 1965, from right to
left: Siona Shimshi, Siona Shimshi, Nora Frenkel, photograph: Yachin Hirsch



VM8 QOIX,90.5%253 ,i1AM3 T2 Yy S700pL yay,1965 ,9M¥n 13 K15 18

Raffi Lavie, Painted Textile, 1965, textile dye on cotton, 90.5x253, private collection






(FT31YN2 MY XY TTaYT) 272K YN0 ,0a%0 NAbwn oIk ,150x150 ,72 Yy 11w ,1966 ,nAm1a K55 ,'pnm PN

Aaron Witkin, Untitled, 1966, oil on Canvas, 150x150, collection of the Talgam family, Tel Aviv (work not
included in the exhibition)



(MW XY T M2ayi) 1966 ,"M1Ta N1TAY - 10+ 71317yN1a yInw 17 Yw inmay

Dani Schwartz's work for the exhibition "10+ - Large Works," 1966 (work did not survive)



1.

X5% 815 197 Sw anmayn opbn
DMw 09T, TRY21IOX ,1966 NN
Parts of a work by Raffi Lavie,
Untitled, 1966, assemblage,
dimensions variable

2R NPy KoK 1

Collection of Eti Jacobi, Tel Aviv
117X 712,117 "1 HOIX 2

Collection of Roee Rosen, Bnei Zion

VI/HOIR .3
Private Collection

X725 707 Yy, TTIAYT NN LD
Detail of work, photograph: Raffi Lavie



273X %N 707D ROIN,200%200 ;72 YV 9w ,1966 ,nN13 K55 0702 NN

Mati Bassis, Untitled, 1966, oil on canvas, 200x200, private collection



272X %N ,792 NNbwn qoiIX,195%130 , 72 Yy p191IpKR,1966 ,NnN1D K5 17101 o1

Joseph Gateneu, Untitled, 1966, acrylic on canvas, 195x130, collection of the Becher family, Tel Aviv



(FTNIR XY ITT12YT) K1Y 197 0197y ,1966 ,"MY1TA N1May - 10+" 721yNa MY 93 Sw anmay

Gila Zur's work for "10+ - Large Works," 1966, photograph: Raffi Lavie
(whereabouts unknown)

,55%38x40 ,y¥1 N3Nn1 ,1966 ,nAMa XS5 ,ymw 113
(MW KOW 97N TMaYT SWw 0aT) AN QOIX

Buki Schwartz, Untitled, 1966, metal and wood, 55x38x40, collection
of the artist (model of the large work that did not survive)



272K YN ,0A%0 NADWN OIX,50.5%65.5, 72 Yy p15MpX ,60-1 N1IW ,NMa XS im0 1700

Sergio Segré, Untitled, 1960s, acrylic on canvas, 50.5x65.5, collection of the Talgam family, Tel Aviv












AR OIXK ,31x24x10.5 ,y12¥ 5112,1966 ,1Nn 0w Tp mwin

Menashe Kadishman, Tension, 1966, painted iron, 31x24x10.5, collection of the artist



MIYYIT NP2 WM ROIX,16.3x11.6 ,YV DY pATIN 1M1 By 10w ,60-1T NIW ,nAMa KYH Ny 111

Dida Oz, Untitled, 1960s, oil on paper mounted on panel, 16.3x11.6, collection of Mitch Becker, Herzliya



DM, NWY-92 1 [OIX ,20x29%20 ,YY D02 123 YY YV NNA0N OY 210 195 ,1966 ,nma XS ,nwy orin

Pinchas Eshet, Untitled, 1966, gilded brass with wooden frame on wooden base, 20x29x20,
Collection of of Maya Gal-Eshet, Haifa

AR QOIX ,29%27 , 72 5V BN ,1966 ,7%1 ;71131 0702

Nissim Mevorach, King, 1966, tempera on canvas, 29x27, collection of the artist



AR QOIX ,14.5x12.5%3.5 ,312Y YV ,1966 ,nM5 KYH ,™IK2 717210

Tuvia Beeri, Untitled, 1966, painted wood, 14.5x12.5x3.5, collection of the artist



7D HOIX ,21.8x15.5,771 HY DM WAy ,1966 ,n7M3 X5H ,1710K N2

Batya Apollo, Untitled, 1966, watercolors on paper, 21.8x15.5, private collection



X125 7199

,1966 ,MMLRIM
,N271YN P13V
mMTNmammaye
VD HOIR,MNW

Raffi Lavie
Miniatures, 1966,
mixed media,

6 works, dimensions
variable, private
collection



,27X8%2.5,y2¥1 1D ,NLIP YV ,1966 ,NM3 K55 1K T ,28.5%22.5,0™MN,1966 ,NMD KHH 17 Tp LTI
AT QOIR 273K YN MR I ROIR

Gad Ullman, Untitled, 1966, wood, cardboard, Brigitte Coudrin, Untitled, 1966, etching, 28.5x22.5,
metal sheet and paint, 27x8x2.5, collection of the artist collection of Tuvia Beeri






KT ROIX,40.5%26x9.5 ,yV1 NONN YW PN ,N713131,1966 ,M15 ,JUWI™M T1INK

Amnon Weinstein, Flower, 1966, glass, clock parts, metal and wood, 40.5x26x9.5, collection of the artist



NMNIKT OO ,12%34%17 ,N2NN1 ,1966 ,n7b5 SNWA-SWR [pivakhya)

Bianca Eshsel-Gershuni, Flower, 1966, metal, 12x34x17, collection of the artist

TAKT QOIX ,61x65 ,72 DY P9™MPK ,1966 ,M1B ,07™TP 11372 ]2IKN

Reuven Berman Kadim, Flower, 1966, acrylic on canvas, 61x65, collection of the artist



,1966 ,/121N3 ,]11p 1T
,61x21 ,7m1 Dy AT DY WX M
272X 7N, 0P M goIx

Danni Karavan, Ketuba, 1966,
ink, gouache and goldleaf on
paper, 61x21, collection of
Hava Karavan, Tel Aviv






ORI QOIX ,139x139 ,72 YV 1AW ,1967 ,NMD K55 ,y7aR1I0 1M

Nathan Saniewicz, Untitled, 1967, oil on canvas, 139x139, collection of the artist



TAKT QOIX ,92.5%65 ,72 Yy 19w ,1967 ,nMa KR5S M w1

Ran Shechori, Untitled, 1967, oil on canvas, 92.5x65, collection of the artist



EY11-17MW YU ROIN,58x40x5,Tp P ,1967 NPT, MW APY? AR OIK,105x70x46 ,9112 ,1967 ,nMD KOY ,NI0PIT 1NIK

Yaakov Sharir, Unity, 1967, ceramics, 58x40x5, collection of Aron Doktor, Untitled, 1967, iron, 105x70x46, collection
Tal Sharir-Wolpe of the artist

(FT2717YN2 YT OK Y17 K91 MK K2 T72ay) 1967 11K ,MNLP PR

Jacques Katmor, illustration, 1967, (whereabouts unknown, may not have been included in the exhibition)






273K YN ,Da%w NRBwn RoIK,100%x72.5,73 Yy p19MpK,1966 ,nN1a X555 ,qpa wom

Mitch Becker, Untitled, 1966, acrylic on canvas, 100x72.5, collection of the Talgam family, Tel Aviv



TIX72 "Y1 23 01X ,50.5%48.5 ,7m) 5y 5V0H WAYY MONND YAy 17T ,7Aw 77,1967 , 017y 1K 127K

Aviva Uri, Nude, 1967, black chalk, ink, industrial metal paint and pastel on paper, 50.5x48.5,
collection of Gaby and Ami Brown



NINKRT NArY ,70x50 , 72 5y 1nw ,1967 0119y ,5p110 1011

Nora Frenkel, Nude, 1967, oil on canvas, 70x50, estate of the artist



TINIR XY TT12Y1,1967 ,nma K55 7581 110

Yocheved Weinfeld, Untitled, 1967, whereabouts unknown



NN QOIK,73x73.5,72 Yy 1w ,1967 ,011% , 70 07N AR QOIX ,47%x25%9 ,5112 ,1967 ,imanbX 1 YR

Miriam Tovia, Nude, 1967, oil on canvas, 73.5x73, collection (AN N K7 AMayn)

of the artist Yigal Zemer, Widow, 1967, iron, 47x25x9, collection of
the artist (work not included in the exhibition)



AR OIXR ,92.5%73 , 72 YV 10w ,1967 .11y, 1Inw 11

Ran Shechori, Nude, 1967, oil on canvas, 73x92.5, collection of the artist



TR QOIX,114%89 ,7171 Sy WL ,1967 ,011y ,(7pa0D) NAW YK

Eliezer Shevet (Frenkel), Nude, 1967, marker on paper, 89x114, collection of the artist






078 QOIK,40x32.1 ,OK YV 2V 1aw ,1968 ,"15 miwn K5 nraa Hax iy K" ;R mna

Batya Apollo, "I Want To, But They Won't Let Me At Home,", 1968, 0il on wood, ,40x32.1, private collection



273X 5N 035 NNbwn [oIX,17 pray ,108 V1P 12 Y 1nw ,1968 ,nN1a KHS My 11

Dida Oz, Untitled, 1968, oil on canvas, diam. 108, depth 17, collection of the Talgam family, Tel Aviv



117 1M OP1T PRIM

1968 ,ANT 1IN :T1TOT NN

,50x70 ;70%50 ;70x50 ,771 H¥ DOV 17T
TIX2 Y1 122 QOIR

Michael Druks and Hanoch Levin
from the series:

Mister Wolf, 1968, ink and Letraset
on paper, 70x50; 70x50; 5070,
collection of Gaby and Ami Brown



KT PAMY ,29.5%42 ,1MpN ,1968 ,nMa XY 7R 11T

David Avidan, Untitled, 1968, mixed media, 29.5x42, estate of the artist

,PX72 INDOX QOIX ,60%92 , 71 H¥ p17™MpK ,1968 ,1 am Against Discrimination, ,7X12 2K
My oyn

Yoav BarEl, I am Against Discrimination, 1968, acrylic on canvas, 60x92, collection of
Esther BarEl, Ma'ale Zvia



TIX) NABWN QOIR,162x114 ,72 7Y TP ,1967-1966 ,Stop the Killing ,11X2 (Tp™IX

Izzika Gaon, Stop the Killing, 1966-1967, mixed media, 162x114, collection of the Gaon family






27K 7N ,0an 71M%3,3 712,70 V1P LYY 9V pTIpK 1969 ,400 YT apy

Yaakov Dorchin, Knit, 1969, acrylic on wood, diam. 70, height 3, courtesy Mabat Gallery, Tel Aviv



,121701p ,LP*T Yy yay ,1969 ,nMa X559 ,7% 1 0im ;111 Y IRP1PY 18,1969 ,n M X5H , pRaTYw M
123%2-7%"M nnbwn QoI 07w, T7H1 NNbwn foIx ,90 TvIp

Nahum Miller, Untitled, 1969, paint on plywood, Henri Shelesnyak, Untitled, 1969, pencil and collage on paper,
diam. 121, collection of the Miller-Blacer family diam. 90, collection of the Weinfeld family, Jerusalem



1D,y T MM fOIXK,60 WP ,LPTT Y Yav 1187 ,1969 ,n7Ma XSS x5 11

Raffi Lavie, Untitled, 1969, pencil and paint on plywood, diam. 60, collection of Hanna and Dan Marwitz, Haifa



NYINIKT IR 13 %Y M3 ,10 priy ,61 T0IP ,0931218 Sy M wyn yay ,1969 ,nma KOS , oK

Alima, Untitled, 1969, industrial paint on fiberglass, diam. 61, depth 10, mounted on pedestal,
collection of the artist



TARM N2 ,82.5 701p YV ,¥aY ,1969 ,n1MD K55, 21K YRI™M

Michael Argov, Untitled, 1969, paint, wood, diam. 82.5, estate of the artist



AR QOIX ,30x35%35 ,N1711M1 YV ,0pHoia ,1969 ,nma XY ,vaw my

Amichai Shavit, Untitled, 1969, perspex, wood and lightbulbs, 30x35x35, collection of the artist



AR ,IIK™MS QO MM HOIR ,84 TP ,TAY YV 5Y Thyn T2 5y Namyn mp1ov ,1969 ,nma XS, nyas wn

Moshe Givati, Untitled, 1969, mixed media on canvas mounted on plywood, diam. 84, collection of
Chava and Joseph Lareya, Kadima






27K 9N ;7078 OIX ,99.5%69.5 ,7™1 HY N2V P79V ,1970 ,011 ,pRIATOW M

Henry Schelesnyak, Venus, 1970, mixed media on paper, 69.5x99.5, private collection, Tel Aviv



NNKT QOIX ,61x46 ,72 YV 1AWt pr91pK,1970 ,011 711 M ORI QOIX ,63x48 ,]107p YV 'IK91p ,1970 ,0111 (P21 121K1) "010

Ziva Ron, Venus, 1970, acrylic and oil on canvas, Panasi (Reuven Reznik), Venus, 1970, collage on cardboard,
61x46, collection of the artist 63x48, collection of the artist



12 NP7 ,0152110 NABWN IR ,162x97 ,72 SV 1aw 1Ayt Ik,1p ,1970 ,01 711K 121K

Aviva Uri, Venus, 1970, collage and oil on canvas, 162x97, collection of the
Rosenblum family, Ramat Gan
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Avraham Eilat, Venus, 1970, work did not survive Ran Shechori, Venus, 1970, work did not survive
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Yair Garbuz, Venus, 1970, collage on canvas, 145.5x146, collection of Arnon Caspy, Tel Aviv
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Raffi Lavie, Venus, 1970, mixed media, photo: Raffi Lavie (work did not survive)
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Oded Feingersh, Venus and Her Embarrassed Parents, 1970, ink, watercolors and
colored pencils on paper, 48x63, collection of the artist
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Michael Druks, Venus, 1970, Wood and polystyrene, 210x70x15, The Israel Museum, Jerusalem,
purchase, Sandberg Prize for Israeli Art
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Raffi Lavie, photographs of the preparation s for the
mattresses exhibition, 1970, contacts mounted on
cardboard, private collection
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10+ - Myth and Reality

Benno Kalev

"Go on, live your life, it's a good life - you don't need mythology."

"10+" was a group of Israeli artists active between December 1965 and September 1970. During this
period, the group held ten exhibitions, all of which took place at the following venues in Tel Aviv:
Maskit, Bitan Haomanim (Elharizi), Gordon Gallery (4 exhibitions), Massada Gallery, Katz Gallery,
Gallery 220 and Dugit Gallery. Seventy-five artists participated in these exhibitions. The story of
the "10+" group is one of the most fascinating stories in the history of Israeli art: it is a story about
a group that left its stamp on the collective memory of the Israeli art and culture world; a charged
story, whose ethos has long become a myth. This is a story about struggles for power, recognition
and survival; about the slaughtering of sacred cows and about the strength inherent to meticulously
planned organizations. This is also the story of the charismatic man who led this group and worked
to forward its goals, even though he would later claim that it was never actually a group.

Over time, numerous myths have formed around the "10+" group: some have argued that it
was born as an ideological movement; that it buried lyrical abstraction; that one of its achievements
was overtaking the Autumn Exhibitions at the Tel Aviv Museum; that it was the avant-garde group
of the 1960s; that it was the platform for the first appearance of numerous young artists; that it forced
artists out of their ivory tower; that the participation of the period's art critics in group exhibitions
served to advance it (or to hurt it, according to others), and so on and so forth. A critical examination
of these myths reveals that this group was not born as an ideological movement, did not protest
against lyrical abstraction, and thus had no interest in burying it. "10+" did not overtake the Autumn
Exhibitions and was not "the avant-garde" group of the 1960s; it was, however, the first to introduce
the European and American avant-garde of the time to the Israeli public, and its approach to art was
indeed novel and avant-garde.

In addition to constituting a fascinating social phenomenon, the importance of "10+," as it is
revealed in this study, lay in the message it carried - according to which the young generation had
its own contribution to make to the Israeli art world. This was not a generation unaware of its

predecessors, but rather one whose predecessors could no longer look down upon or ignore.

! Joseph Campbell, The Power of Myth, Doubleday, 1988.



Moreover, the importance of this group also lay in its attempt to create a stronger sense of
camaraderie among artists, and thus to abolish the self-interested atmosphere that had previously
dominated the local art community. On the one hand, "10+" was able to awaken the general public's
interest and curiosity concerning artistic developments; at the same time, it awakened the interest
of gallery owners and museum directors in contemporary local art, and thus led to its advancement.

At the center of the "10+" group's story is the figure of painter Raffi Lavie (b. 1937, Ramat Gan),
the group's founder and spiritual father. Lavie, the only group member who participated in all 10
group exhibitions, planned its various actions, strategies and tactics with striking precision. He was
the one who decided on the date of the group's foundation; a year later, in December 1966 - following
the "Flower" exhibition - he was also the first to announce its dissolution. Lavie decided to keep
acting on his own, within a different framework, under the name "10+" - which had already
registered as the first brand-name of young Israeli art. In 1970, Lavie concluded that he had better
alternatives for exhibiting young artists, and decided to truly dissolve the group.

The years during which the "10+" group was active (1965-1970) were crucial years for the
formation of Raffi Lavie's public persona as artist, educator and art "entrepreneur.” During these
years he established himself as one of the most powerful and influential people on the Israeli art
scene, a fact that no doubt also influenced his work as an artist. His strong and stable public position
enabled him to pursue a subversive and constantly novel painterly style, and to preserve his status
as the eternal child of Israeli art.? Yet Lavie also paid a high price for this position. His public image
as an aggressive, oppositional, rough man who scorns sacred values slowed down his public
reception as a first-rate artist; at times, he was associated with the image of "an endless prattler
who makes fun of the viewer".

The "10+" phenomenon cannot be detached from the more general artistic activity that took
place during the 1960s, and which allowed for this group's emergence. Among the important artistic
events that served as catalysts for the establishment of the group were: the tenth exhibition of the
New Horizons group at the Museum of Art, Ein Harod in 1963 (Lavie was invited to participate
in the exhibition and experienced, for the first time, the "unfriendly" attitude of the previous
generation's artists; he decided that something had to be done in order to eradicate such disgraceful
behavior); the opening of the Helena Rubinstein Pavilion in Tel Aviv in 1959, which awakened
unrealistic expectations among many members of the Israeli art world; and the 1964 Tazpit
exhibition and Autumn Exhibitions of 1965 and 1966.

The state of the Tel Aviv gallery world, and the few exhibition opportunities available to young
artists in the early 1960s, similarly influenced the establishment and subsequent activity of "10+".

Sam Dubiner's Israel Gallery, which opened in 1961, was Tel Aviv's first modern commercial gallery,

2 About Lavie's oeuvre as a whole, see the comprehensive catalogue of the Raffi Lavie retrospective
curated in 2003 by Sarit Shapira at the Israel Museum, Raffi Lavie, Works from 1950 to 2007, The Israel
Museum, Jerusalem, 2003.



and it provided an important exhibition space for the period's young artists. The Massada Gallery,
which opened in Tel Aviv in 1965, made a significant contribution as an alternative exhibition space.
During that time, the Massada Gallery engaged in an unprecedented collaboration with an artist
(Raffi Lavie) and with the chief curator of the Israel Museum (Yona Fischer). Lavie and Fischer
acted as advisors and determined not only who would exhibit at the gallery, but also what the
exhibition would look like and who the gallery owner would affiliate himself with.

Any attempt to study a cultural phenomenon on the scale of the "10+" group from a distance
of four decades inevitably comes up against a wall of questions and conjectures that cannot easily
be answered in a precise manner. Over time, the blurred and forgotten details and partial
information that reached researchers often led to mistaken or imprecise conclusions. Various
misunderstandings that were never corrected came to be internalized as part of the local history of
art. Imprecise quotes began circulating and acquired an independent life of their own. Over time,
oblivion frequently blurs and distorts the original picture. This catalogue constitutes an attempt to
gather together most of the information concerning this group from various and heterogeneous
sources; it also strives to answer - as precisely as possible - a number of questions pertaining to the
various assertions about "10+" that have been assimilated into local artistic discourse.

The "10+" group lacked a common artistic ideology. Its founders attempted to bring together
a seemingly arbitrary collection of artists in order to undertake a carefully planned and directed
artistic task; they sought to infuse the local art scene with a new spirit, similar to the one that
pervaded the world's cosmopolitan centers during those same years. To this end, the artists were
promised full artistic freedom and participation in a series of widely varied and highly publicized
exhibitions. The greatness of the act of assemblage performed by Raffi Lavie, the man at the center
of the "10+" story, was his decision to found a group unlike any previous group in the Israeli art
world. Indeed, Lavie was able to create what was, in many ways, a "virtual" group. Its creation
came about like that of any other group - with founding members, a permanent address, regulations
and five-year plans. Many things, however, went awry along the way, and the reality did not match
up to the dream. Plans that seemed promising and realistic turned into innumerable problems,
disappointments and failures. The founders scattered in all directions, and the good intentions
concerning a democratic mode of action failed.

At a certain point, then, "10+" ceased to be a true group, and became "Raffi Plus" - a virtual
group whose existence was given expression solely through exhibitions and through their discussion
in the media. These exhibitions served to further strengthen the brand name, which no longer
existed in reality. Newspaper articles compared the group's exhibitions to artistic developments
abroad, so that the Israeli public came to perceive "10+" as the standart-bearer of the period's
avantgarde. Well-known and established artists asked to exhibit with the "group” in order to be
identified with a brand that stood for progress and young art. The group, as already stated, no longer
existed, but the myth was still alive and kicking.

The myth around the "group” continued to grow - even when Lavie repeatedly argued, over



time, that "we are not avant-garde,” and that "we have no ideology." Lavie's "failure" thus became
the group's success. "10+" gradually infiltrated the collective memory of Israeli art as the most
avant-garde movement of the 1960s, and there is no doubt that many of the group members owe
it a great debt for the opportunity it offered them.

During our last meeting in March 2007, when his physical condition had already deteriorated
Raffi Lavie made the following statement: "We cannot regard '10+' with the same conventional
parameters according to which we examine other artistic groups. The goal and the incentive were
to choose young artists whose work looked interesting; to summon them, to challenge them and
to see what would happen. They obviously did not all succeed, but those who did will continue
along their path. These were not people who came together because of an ideology, and I am careful
not to retrospectively reinforce one - or in other words, to craft one that is compatible with the

results.”



Foreword

The "10+" exhibition revolves around a chapter in the history of Israeli art that did not previously
receive the documentation and research it deserves. We are grateful to Benno Kalev for two
reasons: the first is that he has took upon himself the challenge of collecting and documenting this
material; the second is his willingness to curate an exhibition that allows Museum visitors to
closely follow the "adventures" and artistic creations of this enigmatic group, which was headed
by one of Israel's most important artists: Raffi Lavie. As Kalev argues, this group - which revised
its makeup and redefined its challenges numerous times - was certainly not "adversarial”; rather,
it attempted to foster a spirit that was in favor of experimental, unconventional and perhaps even
subversive forms of artmaking.

Our heartfelt thanks go to Benno Kalev for his dedication and commitment to exposing the
history and vicissitudes of Israeli art. Thanks to Etty Hilevitz, assistant exhibition curator, and to
the entire Museum staff for their contribution to this complex project. I would also like to extend
our thanks to exhibition designer and producer Eyal Shoenbaum, and to the Tukan Design Studio;
to catalogue designer and producer Dafna Graif; to the Hebrew text editor, Orna Yehudaioff, and
to the English translator and editor, Talya Halkin. Last but not least, thanks to Avraham Hay for

his illuminating photographs.

Professor Mordechai Omer

Chief Curator
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