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Cat. 44. In a Glade in the Woods, ca. 1965 /21117921965 ,7v%7 i17v03 .44 'op



Cat. 46. A Glade, ca. 1965 [ 2117p2 1965 ,/77Y17 .46 'vp



Cat. 37. Landscape, prior to 1965 / 196518 ,411.37 'vp

Cat. 38. Drawing, prior to 1965 /19657187 ,011777.38 'vp



Cat. 29. Untitled, 1963-1965 /1965-1963 ,117/119 X55.29 'vp
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Cat. 28. Untitled, 1963-1965 /1965-1963 ,/7777113 K52 .28 'Op



Cat. 27. A Waterfall in Spring, 1963-1965 [1965-1963 ,272X2 5517.27 '0p



Cat. 24. Way, 1963-1965 /1965-1963,777.24 'vp
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Cat. 18. Untitled, 1963-1965 /1965-1963 ,/17/115 K55 .18 'vp



Cat. 17. Untitled, 1963-1965 /1965-1963 ,117/119 X55.17 'vp



Cat. 25. Landscape, 1963-1965 [1965-1963 ,111.25 'vp

Cat. 20. Untitled, 1963-1965 /1965-1963 ,/17/113 K55 .20 'vp



Cat. 23. Untitled, 1963-1965 |1965-1963 ,/171113 X55.23 '0p



Cat. 19. Untitled, 1963-1965 [1965-1963 ,/7717113 85519 'vp



Cat. 16. Black Sun, ca. 1963 [ 1171pa 1963,/ 77117 wHw 16 'vp
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Mordechai Omer

Foreword

A number of exhibitions have been devoted to Joav BarEl since his death on 11 February
1977 at the age of 44, but this is probably the first time that his oeuvre has received a
thoroughly researched museum presentation. We are happy to present a comprehensive
exhibition of his works, and also to publish a selection of his critical and theoretical
writings - the writings of an art critic, art teacher and art historian.

The need for a retrospective exhibition and for publication of Joav BarEl’s writings was
articulated most clearly and in a most "Israeli” manner by Adam Baruch in his article "The
Next Exhibition: Joav BarEl ”, which appeared in Yediot Aharonot on 13 February 1991.
| allow myself to quote extensively from this article:

"The question is whether we had a yesterday. There are testimonies that we did. The
late Joav BarEl was part of this yesterday. BarEl - an artist, critic, theorist, teacher -
symbolized, in several senses, the Tel Aviv (and perhaps even the Israeli) '60s and early '70s,
in the realm of art - our years of art and our art community. BarEl's death was untimely,
in his early forties. He lives in the memories of the readers of his critical reviews (in
Ha'’aretz), of those who followed the activities of the 10+ Group, of his students at the
Technion, and of his friends.

"This is not a belated obituary; it is a reasoned proposal. The Tel Aviv Museum has to
put on a comprehensive memorial exhibition for Joav BarEl. The Museum owes this to itself,
to us, to the documentation of art, to our collective memory. BarEl was one of a regrettably
small group of people who activated and gave meaning to the concept of modernist
sensibility in the Tel Aviv of the ’60s. His critical reviews aspired to a precision of
formulation that sifted out all sentimental and ornate overload. His articles are a
documentation of that modernist sensibility which nourished the activity of artists, of
curators, of gallery owners and of art critics during that period and after it. Some of the
younger critics are indebted to BarEl's way of formulation - the debt of those who come
after someone has blazed a trail, or has tried to do that.

"The Tel Aviv Museum has to do what the New York Whitney Museum has done,
because the case of Frank O’Hara is reminiscent of that of Joav BarEl. O’Hara was a poet, a
critic, a fructifying, multi-disciplinary and involved New York museum person. Several years
ago the Whitney Museum held the 'O’Hara and His Friends’ exhibition, which spanned
several cultural fields: art, poetry, writing, and their interactions. The exhibition presented
an individual person and a period, one by means of the other, and vice versa.

"Joav BarEl is not Frank O’Hara, only because Tel Aviv is not New York, and not because
they cannot be compared in value terms. Tel Aviv, even in comparison to New York, is a
quite cruel place. Cruel to itself as well. Tel Aviv [...] is like an eraser that erases itself.

"The O’Hara exhibition was an event also because in the local cultural ambience people
knew it was worth waiting for. The BarEl exhibition will be an event if it is organized not
as a respectable or sentimental commemoration [...], but as an exhibition of power that has
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not concluded or been halted with the death of Joav BarEl.

"[...] 1 imagine an exhibition that is an X-ray photograph of people, of art, of passions,
of a community that seeks to touch life itself, to reach the public, to make use of the means
of communication; at the same time, an exhibition that will not conceal BarEl's private
personality, the mixture of caution and exposure, the personal statement and the group
involvement. Or perhaps the premise that BarEl, who was not a 'great’ or ’leading’ painter,
was an artistic personality, whose importance is measured by his capacity to radiate or
transmit, and not necessarily by the quantity of objects he created.

"This whole thing that is called art is built upon people. BarEl was one of the most
central of these people for several years, at the intersection of changes of taste and of
concepts. He has to be brought into the public light.”

First and foremost, | wish to thank Mirana BarEl Blay, Joav BarEl’s sister, for her courtesy,
her efforts and her involvement in this important project from its inception until its
realization. Special thanks to Irith Hadar, curator of the exhibition and editor of the
catalogue, for her interesting research and her impressive capability to present Joav BarEl's
oeuvre to the Museum’s public.

The research received much assistance from the artist ’s family and friends: our thanks
to Mirana and Ami Blay, Esther BarEl, Michal BarEl and Rene Paz. Thanks, too, to Prof.
Gabriel Moked and to Dr. Adam Tenenbaum for their profound and illuminating essays, and
to Raffi Lavie and Yona Fischer for their interesting conversation that appears in the
catalogue.

The exhibition and the catalogue have been made possible through the generosity of
Doris and Mori Arkin, Yehudit BarEl, Noga Kap, The Jehoshua Rabinowitz Tel Aviv Foundation
for the Arts, and for this we thank them. The anthology of BarEl’s writings is being published
with the support of the Israel National Lottery Council for the Arts, and we thank its
directors, its Visual Arts Committee, and Tamar Guy, the Council’s coordinator.

Our thanks to David Gal, designer of the exhibition, and to Magen Halutz, designer of
the catalogue, for the attentiveness to Joav BarEl's oeuvre evident in their designs. We
thank Esther Dotan, the Hebrew text editor, and Richard Flantz, who was responsible for
the English texts. The photographs of the works and of the accompanying material were
done by Avraham Hay; our thanks to him.
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